‘REPORT 


ASSAM STATE. ACADEMY 


oyr HE first steps towards the formation of the Assam 
vi Sangeet Natak Academy were taken at a meet- 
5 ing convened by the Governor of Assam on 12th 
fune 1952. A Central Organisation, with the Gov- 


.ernor as the President was formed at this meeting. 


to find ways and means for the revival, preservation 
and development of the art and culture of Assam. 


This Central Organisation unanimously resolved to 
c 8 Yy i 


astablish an Academy on the lines of the Government 


sof India’s resolution in regard to National Academy - ° 


tof Dance, Drama and Music. 


M é 
«/ For this purpose, it was decided to hold an 
“All-Assam Conference. A. working committee was 


formed to make’ Bey arrangements for such a 


conference. 


"Finally, a meeting of the. Conical Organisation 
‘was held ‘on 8th August’ 1952 “urider the presidentship 
i the Governor where draft’ riiles for the Aca- 

-demy with the proposed amendments were read out 


ye slause by clause and finally passed in an amended _ 


form. 


ant oe 


“The. preliminaries over, the Assam Sangeet 
“Natak Academy was formally ; inaugurated by the 


:Governor of Assam on. 20th September 1952 at the ° 


Raj...Bhavan, Shillong before, a.large gathering of 
: Ministers, the Speaker of the Assembly, .M.L.As., 

Satradhikars, artists, scholars ‘and art-lovers. The 
Chief. Minister of Assam also addressed the Batierne. 


Since then the chief duty: of the Academy had 
‘been to form.a strong.and well represented General — 


“Council of the Academy. All the institutions: and 
‘the. representatives. of . the ‘ General °. 
‘were’ selected after careful consideration and with 


“the full poopesson a ed support ¢ of ns State ania 


. ania 
folowing bail Ue 


“FoundersMembers 


-. 1, The Governor. of ‘Akean 

-.2.°Sri Omeo Kumar: Das, Minister, Assam. 
3. Sri’ Rup’ Nath’ Brahma, Minister, Assam. 
-*4, Sri *Kuladhar - Chaliha,- Speaker, 
one, ‘Legislative Assembly. 

_ 5. Srimati Rani Saheba OF Bijni (Secretary) _ 
6. ‘Sri! ‘Ra i boats S..Ve «Mukherjee: . 








-Council » 


4 “The General Council thus forinedc consists 3 of the ee’ 


- Assam : 





7. Srimati Agha Mukherjee. 
--8. Sri Lakshmi: Pran pang raked. “Advocate. 
9, Sri Jibeswar Goswami. 
* 10. Sri Dhirendra Nath Das, 
Tl. Sri Narayan Bozbarua, A. I. R. 
12. :Sri E. -W. Davies, ° 
‘13: Srimati Bessie Lal 
‘14. Sri Gajendra- Barua. 
15. Sri Ganesh Chandra Phukan. * 
16. Sri Umakanta Goswami, Ex-D.P.L, Assam, 


* 


Govt.-Nominated. Members | 


17..Sri Pu Ch Saprawned: 
18.. The Director of Public Instruction, Assam, P 
. 19. Sri P. Ripple Kyndiah (Song Jaintia)” 
20.. Sri Surendra Nath Shirma. 
-21. Dr. M. N. Goswami, M.A., Ph.D., 1, A. s, ‘2, 
Treasurer, appainted by Govt. of Assam. 


‘Satra Representatives : : 


Kamalabari Satra,*" 


22. Representative 
235 fate ives Gormur Satra. 


24 age gg Auniati: Satra: 
Were oo yy Nikomal Satra 
26.0 oy, »  Barpeta Than . 
Qe yg eo Bholaguri Satra 
28. 45 3» .Dhalor Satra 


29. 3 3, . Jorabari: Satra : 
30. ve. yy Dakshinpat Satrn 
3h a .y,. .Dihing Satra oe 
. 32. ‘5 3 Mahara Satra 
33. - yy yy. Natun Kamalabari Satra | i 
34. 5 3» Rajapukhuri Satra- 
35. 3 3 Solaguri Satra~’. 









36. ne 5. Bengenawti Satra 

37. 33 >> Sravani’Satra. - 

38." 5 3, Kuruabahi Satra (Gotagha 
: Sub-Dn.) » 

- 39. 3 »> . Kurubabhi Satra (Nowgong 
“40.5. is Kamalabari Grant. Satra * 
41. a _. Punia Satra: Boas 
42. we gy Samaguri Satrass =. 
43... 3). 33 Bar Elongi Satra \3.< 
440 yy gy Letugayan Satra. 
ier ass cage Tare (Bardoa) Satra 





- Gauhati University? Nominated Members 


46, Sri Srinath Chakravarty, M.A., Gauhati 
4. Sri Indreswar Barthakur, .B.A., Training 
e coos: Astabor ae 


3: 





Reateeckeive: of Cultural Institutions (Music 
Schools Dramatic Clubs and Cultural . Clubs). 


' 48.Representative, 


> Silchar 
49.2. ay es. _ Seujia- Samaj Sangit 
ee ae Vidyalaya, Sibsagar. 
6908.0, 7ehes  aaektishina Sangit 
erie E Vidyalaya. 
51. a - Kamrup Music Gotieges. 
; ere “*. Gauhati... 
2S shuss . Jorhat Sangit Vidyalaya, 
ee Be Jorhat. 
6935 ° 2 ase Jyoti Music School, Teak: 
Otic Pee egy ues Golaghat Sangit Vidyalaya, . 
eae ae _> Golaghat~ 
es 1s ae ae Pe Dibrugarh Jnanadayini 
; St Sangitayan, Dibrugarh. :. 
5G ess ogy. Kalibor Natya . Sangha, 
eee a * Jokholabondha,, 
BT ea er yy ‘ Hailakandi Dramatic 
_. Hailakandi 
58a. ab Sy "Kumar Bhaskar Natya 
ae ee Mandir, Gauhati. 
a)! eee er : Amateur Theatre’. Party,.’ 
eee > Golaghat..-- - 
60. gy Natya Mandir, Mangald i. 
Olt oS; Jonaki. Samilan, | North 
na Lakhimpur. ae 
62.76 8 _ Amateur...Ban ‘Theatre 
ge ee OO ee hes «Party, Tezpur. +: 
Ge ee Ose A ees *. Dihira Bodo Kristi Sangha -: 
pea we (Secy.. Sri Dwarendia) _ 
: Basumatari Vill. Dihir » 
‘P.O. ees tary Dt. 
aes oe ‘Kamrup.) - 
res: Nec erts Bodo Kristi Natya’ Sangha; 
wh Nts > *P. O.-Gosaingaon;. Dt. 
: mee cues -, Goalpara.. 
GO. eg - Vanee Sammelan, Jorhat. 
Bb. fo, Nowgong Natya’ ‘Mandir, 
eas OR ‘ ~? Nowgong. : 
a Od. Tura Natya Samity, Tura 
68. Mr. Matin. Dai, Representa uns Aber Hills ieee 
; SA(N.E.FLAL) 205) ; 
" 69. Representative, -.. Seng Khasi, Shillong: 
ceca | | Pacers on :». Jongpiah Club, Jowai :. 
eo! A Oy ee ee eee me Ajanta Kala. Mandal, 
Ne Ee a ole ~ Tezpur... 
JQ. ee - Silpi Sangha, Gachau. 
ASS: a 


~’ Jorhat Natya ee, 
ieee : 


The Governor further in coumultaod with. the 
_ principal organisers has decided to take two represen- 
 tatives from each tribal community, and accordingly 
“a few more tribal poe ea Siemie are Gretedt to be’ 

taken in. : he 


“The General Council Bag this eee representa- 


tive of various cultural.sections of dance, drama and . 


music from: all over Assam. 


Silchar Sangit NEE 


“sections and branches of culture. 


: varieties . of culture of Assain, - 


- at the Raj Bhavan, Shillong on 18th’ and 19th Dy 
" over by the Governor, and. on the ae ae anc Roy ; 


_ clubs, etc., to the Academy. The Forms of affilia™ 





The aims and objects are deanela in the Conf," at 
tution of the. Academy and the General Coutincil y. 
to adopt such plan and policy as would enable t i 
institution to establish co-ordination with respectiy ces 
The ” Acadext -- 
“covers a .wide “range of technical and. SOnveR RIA “4 








The ‘Constitution of the ‘Aone emiy eeouides for ap’, 
Executive Board,.a Finance Committee and various } 
ad hoc and other sub- Committees. : : 


sung ooh wit 


The Finance Gennes: besides being the. CUSe 
todian of the funds and giving financial: advice, -i8: 
“expected to devise ways : and 1 means’ for finding funds 


as ovelb 


“The ‘ad hoc and. ee sub- Gornnittees are. rear 


Nowgong to enable the Academy to -work in the different” 
Club, branches of culture and also. for organising local , 


‘programmes. , These ‘in_ most cases ‘will’ work: in! 
_ localities where, the materials are easily available; 


_ as for example, collecting folk songs from different 


places of Assam through local people closely associate 


* with“ the folk art and having 8 the snow ledse of thie 


same. 


| ‘The Academiy’ églled ay iconsulitive meeting. P, 
some artists and. organisers,. The meeting was -helfd 







cember 1952. On the 18th the meeting was presidi? 


© Nath. Brahma. i 


deterioration that had been noticeable in the prac- 
tices of art. © Suggestions regarding the line of ‘re-. 
‘search and development were: made. for’ ‘under 
; standing the past and outlining the future activiti. Pa 


The slewing fa ‘deitherstoud’ ‘iiataly on a 


"and with a view to'tracing . back to the old cultur. 


forms. These. suggestions have. been given in “the 
Jiterature pelsnee ey a Academy. oa ' 


At | this " meeting” Shits Raj Mohan « Net: 4 
_ Tatwabhushan, supplied the Academy with a detailec.: 
list and notes. for finding archaeological ruins. 11} 

' Assam from where the-poses of dances (Bhangis and! 

- Mudras) ‘could be traced. back: . Besides these i 

Some material for research: could. be obtained _frons:: 

. the illustrated old. manuscripts, wood-carvings an: 
stone. images,” etc. Suggestions...were’ also ia | 
- for going into more details on the tune of Borge’ 
because the research in this will increase the dept 
of des asioans “through the poo wedée of music. 


















The meeting coneideted’ ‘the necessity GF alfiliag 
ing the existing. cultural associations -and dran..» 


have’ been ‘printed and announcement: invitiny: , 
“ applications for affiliation has been : published thre on 
the. press. The. Affiliation Fee has been eae, : 
-Rs. 20 per year, | Benge Nae ta 





a ap 


| The Academy: ..has - on. the. suggestions of. the 


Governor proposed to take steps to establish open air 


theatres, to start with, one at Shillong and another at 
Jorhat. In Shillong a portion of a plot of land ‘in 
the Lady Hydari Park has been kept for the Open 
Air Theatre. In Jorhat the site has been selected 
sin a Park. 


, The suggestion, of Shri Kuldhar Chaliha. that 


meetings of the Academy should be held at different 
centres was accepted as that would contribute 
largely to strengthening of the Academy. 


‘The Academy i is in possession of the block of an 
authentic picture of Shri Shiv Shankar Dev. The 
block has been.dedicated to the Academy by Shri _ 
Khagen Das by a registered deed eolamistang all 
his rights on the same. ; : 


